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Abstract       A cemetery is the place where the bodies of the deceased 
people are buried, accompanied in most of the cases by a religious ritual.  
The cemetery is also the place for ceremonies commemorating the deceased 
family, relatives or friends. These ceremonies (rituals) differ depending on the 
cultural practices and religious belief. The term of "cemetery" comes from the 
Greek language and refers to an area designed strictly for burial. 
The dictionary defines a cemetery as a burial place. Nowadays the cemetery 
can be a public park or a land provided only for the inhumation of the dead, 
not being placed, as in the past, in the church yard and it specifies that the 
term was first applied to Roman underground catacombs, cemeteries. 
The public cemeteries, of today, are normally distinct from those in the 
churches yard, which are usually dedicated to a confession and are attached 
to a single place of worship.   
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The graves and places of worship are among the oldest 

evidence of human civilization. They are important 

sources of information on the prehistoric and ancient 

cultures. There the people stood permanently together 

and established certain places where the burials take 

place.  

With 20000 - 75000 years ago, the Neanderthals began 

to bury their dead. The first burials may have been 

unintentional. The hunters who were wounded or sick 

were left behind by their comrades, who isolated them 

in caves to protect them from wild animals. When they 

had recovered sufficiently, they should have to push 

the stones. Some have not succeeded and became 

interesting archeological discoveries, with spears and 

other personal effects. 

Certain contemporary habits are found in Neanderthal 

sites. For example, in the Sharindar cave (Irak), were 

found flowers to a funeral. The personal effects 

accompany many other funerals (Swartkrans, South 

Africa and Chou Kou Tien, China). The Neanderthals 

began also the practice of orienting the body on an 

east-west axis or with the face to east.  The Orthodox-

Christian cemeteries maintain this tradition. 

The rituals and monuments for the dead have played an 

important role in our early development of 

imagination. The historians assume that the first burials 

suggest the passing of a population to a cycle of an 

agricultural life. The idea of earth as mother regards 

the plowing of land as a conception, a birth for the 

subsequent growth of cereals. Thus the burial can be 

seen as a re-entry into the uterus, for a rebirth of the 

deceased.  

In 1914, San Francisco town decided that its 

inappropriate cemeteries were a magnet for diseases 

and crime: the authorities have opened new cemeteries 

beyond the limits of the town and the police closed the 

old ones.  

In most of the places from Europe the new burial 

places were established far from the populated areas 

and outside the old towns and of the central areas of 

towns. Many of the new cemeteries became the 

municipality property, and thus independent from 

churches. But they also were divided after the faith of 

the deceased and buried there.   

The current modern cemeteries (the main inhumation 

places for the deceased) are rather gardens arranged 

under the form of cemetery). Wadi-ne-Salaam, situated 

in the şiit Najaf holy town, from Irak, is known to be 

the largest cemetery in the world. It is estimated that 

more than a half a million of dead people are buried in 

this cemetery. 

As the towns continue to extend, the cemeteries form 

the middle of towns should end their activity as parks, 

areas in which the nature would flourish. 

 

Material and Method 

 
The earliest of the cemeteries arranged in spacious 

style is Pere Lachaise from Paris. This embodies for 

the first time the idea of state controlled burial, in the 

detriment of church controlled burial. This concept is 

spread in Europe with the Napoleonic invasions.  By 

adaptation this concept lead to opening of cemeteries 

by the private companies. 

The cemeteries are usually respected and protected 

areas. For the carrying out of funeral ceremony, in 

many cemeteries are built chapels, where takes place a 

great part of the deceased person commemoration. The 
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cemeteries from great towns are equipped with a 

morgue and a crematorium. 

The shift to municipal or private cemeteries (arranged 

outside the town limits) was, most of the times, 

accompanied by the establishment of some more 

spacious burial places. The violation of the graves or 

buildings from cemeteries is usually considered a 

serious crime and the punishments are often severe.  

The style of cemeteries varies greatly from one country 

to another. For example, in many west European 

countries and in the United States the modern 

cemeteries have usually the tombstones introduced on 

open spaces.  In the east European countries and in 

Russia, the tombstones are usually placed in small 

fenced lots, which belong to a family. This was once a 

common practice also in the American cemeteries; 

such family fenced plots, are still visible in some older 

American cemeteries. 

Usually, there is a legal requirement to keeps records 

regarding the burials from a cemetery, inhumations or 

incinerations. These burial registers are an important 

resource for genealogy. 

In order to manage the space from a cemetery (in order 

to avoid burials in already existing graves) and to ease 

the registration of the locations from the burial records, 

the most cemeteries have a structure systematized in 

rows, grouped on sections. Often the cemetery displays 

this information in the form of a map, which is useful 

both for the cemetery administration in lands 

management, and for the family members or friends 

who want to locate a particular grave in the cemetery. 

The traditional management of cemeteries implies the 

allocation of lands for burial, digging and filling of 

graves, as well as the maintenance and arrangement of 

land.  The construction and maintenance of stones and 

funeral monuments is usually the responsibility of the 

families of the deceased. However, more and more 

people respect the collection of broken tombstones, 

tiles and damaged concrete fences. This is because the 

cemeteries to become more pleasant and more 

aesthetic. The standardization of the form or model of 

tombstones, sometimes as part of the service provided 

by the cemetery, lead to the development of new styles 

of cemetery.  

Some cemeteries incorporated features of parks. 

Starting with 1920 it was created the first Forest Lawn 

Memorial Park. This tried to find uses which the 

cemeteries have enjoyed before.  Here opened art 

galleries, wedding chapels, souvenir stands, cinemas 

and other attractions. It was also showed a certain 

tendency from the part of funeral industry to promote 

expensive burials for everyone. In response, the 

consumers formed more commemorating companies 

with the express purpose to diminish the burial costs.  

In 1984, the Federal Trade Commission established the 

Funeral Rules, through which imposed to all the 

funeral companies the listing on points of all the 

expenses. 

Enterprising people come up with new modalities to 

spend the state of deceased: the cryogenists supported 

the possibility to have a new life after death; a Utah 

company invented a new form of mummification; the 

ecologists provide exotic locations where the sprays of 

ashes help you become faster one with the earth. 

Once, the dead bodies were simply left, at the 

discretion of wild animals or dumped in piles of 

garbage, now the survivals seek to grant immortality to 

the dead in wooden, ice or stone coffins, by chemical 

embalming.  Despite the medical progresses, the 

immortality for each of us remains symbolic to a great 

extent.  In order to not be forgotten, we must leave our 

shell.  

There are today in use more different styles of 

cemeteries. Some have areas on different styles, 

reflecting the diversity of cultural practices around 

death and the way they change in time.   

A monumental cemetery is the traditional style of 

cemeteries in which the tombstones, crosses or other 

monuments made of marble, granite or similar 

materials rises above the soil (usually of about 50 cm, 

but some can be over 2 meters high). Often the entire 

grave is covered with a concrete slab (but it can be 

made from more expensive materials – marble, granite) 

and it is delimited by a fence that can be of concrete, 

iron or wood. Where are buried more members of a 

family, the gravestone or fence may contain several 

graves.  

The most requested cemeteries (Rusu Şirianu, 

Buziaşului Avenue, Lipovei Avenue, Stuparilor and 

Calea Şagului) cannot cover, for many years, the 

demands for graves. The one from Lipovei Avenue is 

practically closed, here being only a few places. The 

one from Buziaşului Avenue is also a problem,  where 

would be places, the gas main highway which passes 

through this space does not allow digging, and in Rusu 

Şirianu There is no place – according to 

www.agenda.ro of July 14th 2001. 

According to the National Institute of Statistics, the 

Romanian population has registered a negative natural 

growth and in the first month of 2011, while the 

number of births was exceeded by that of deaths with 

7.124, continuing the decline experiences in the early 

'90s. In January 2011, the number of live births was of 

16.325 (9 to 1.000 inhabitants), with 198 less than in 

December 2010, while the number of deaths was of 

23.449 (12,9 to1.000 inhabitants), down with 53 

compared to the previous month, according to the data 

published in the National Institute of Statistics. The 

data appeared on Monday  March 21st 2011, on the site 

www.adevarul.ro. 

The rule imposed in EU and the laws which shall be 

voted concerning the cemeteries, the hygienic 

regulations and those referring to the living 

environment of the population shall require measures 

which the actual cemeteries cannot meet: the minimum 

distance of sanitary protection, location outside the 

roads, fencing including with curtain of trees etc. The 
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distance between the existing graves and cemeteries 

fence is less than provided by rules, there is no curtain 

of trees. The need of a new cemetery is obvious.  

On the other hand, the new cemeteries are designed to 

be effectively maintained with less employment staff 

and with the increased use of equipments. The dirt, 

clutter in cemetery violates the dignity of graves. The 

efficient maintenance of a cemetery, with the lack of 

space for movement, it is often difficult in a new 

cemetery, located outside the current limits of the 

town, the reasonable distances between graves enable a 

more economical maintenance.  

In a cemetery not everything should refer to the dead. 

A cemetery with paths and banks can provide a space 

for meditation, peace, walk. A gentleman could walk 

his dog, a boy could ride a bike, a lady could stay with 

a young child. A cemetery would become a place to 

relax.   

There are cemeteries less conventional, where were 

opened art galleries, wedding chapels, souvenir stands. 

The current crowded cemeteries, with graves placed 

until the paths, without crossing space cannot be 

arranged like this. It is necessary a graveyard to present 

the features of a park.   

The arrangement of a cemetery is achieved in 

geometric, regular style. The contemporary cemeteries 

are conceived, such as beside their immediate purpose 

of burial – commemoration and interaction between 

living and dead, to create a natural space in order that 

the visit to the cemetery to become a form of therapy, 

an opportunity for reflection. 

In the designed project are intertwined the traditional 

European style and the cemetery one - garden. The 

geometric, regulated style of the Roman gardens, 

always rectangular is found in the location of graves, in 

the alternative positioning of the areas of traditional 

graves with the cemetery areas –lawn. The composition 

is based on strict geometric, regulated shapes, on 

straight lines. The elements are ordered perfectly in 

relation to each others, being subordinated to all the 

main elements, constituted by the two chapels. 

The assembly consists of: two chapels, annexes 

buildings – information point and the multifunctional 

room and the areas of graves, interconnected by green 

areas and the network of alleys.  

The rectangular areas of graves, alternate with areas 

planted with vegetation. The green areas make the 

transition between the plots with classic graves and 

those of lawn type. 

Both the main and secondary paths, are strictly linear. 

The main ones start/end at the four gates of the 

cemetery. They are located in order that there would 

not be direct access to the two chapels. 

Functionality principle in the arrangement of this 

cemetery can be seen from two perspectives: of 

arrangement as unity included in the landscape 

arrangement system of the area and of all the 

component elements within the designed space. The 

functionality of the cemetery as an assembly links to 

the functionality of all the constitutive elements. 

The conceiving way of the alleys, the assurance of 

pedestrian and road accesses, provision of cars parking 

indicates the desire of integrating the cemetery in the 

landscape arrangement of the area.  

The main paths can be constituted for the inhabitants of 

the area, as a “short-cut” in the road to a nearby 

destination. 

The functionality of the component elements is ensured 

by the way of positioning the two chapels – on 

secondary alleys, by alternating the areas of graves 

with green areas, by ensuring the access in all the 

points of the cemetery. 

The transversal main alley (short) divides the cemetery 

in two parts relatively symmetrical in their assembly: 

location of plots, alleys, connection areas. The main 

alley is intercrossed by a second longitudinal alley, 

which constitutes, also in a symmetry axis.  

The unity principle implies a conception which unites 

the component parts into a whole. From the chapels, 

secondary and main alleys ensure the connection with a 

place from cemetery and with the entrances located on 

the sides of the cemetery.  

The areas of graves are arranged alternatively, not to 

create a monotony of repetition on a surface too large 

of the classic graves or the lawn ones. The areas of 

crossing between lots of graves offer the optimum 

place of seedling the vegetation. 

Asymmetrical balance it was obtained by positioning 

some dissimilar and unequal lots – but balanced by 

each part of the axis formed by the two main alleys. 

The obtained effect is subtle, comforting, necessary in 

such a space.  

The repetition of graves from one end to another of the 

cemetery would have produced an unpleasant 

monotony. The graves were grouped in lots, these 

alternating with green areas. The color rhythm is 

achieved by alternating the color of foliage, of the used 

materials, of the green lawns. The materials covering 

the surfaces of construction and circulation (alley, 

walls, stairs) have colors that cover the chromatic 

rhythm of the landscape assembly. The shape rhythm 

was achieved by repeating similar elements: graves, 

green lots, trees, banks). Passing from one element to 

another of the composition shall be made easy, 

pleasant and ensures the consistency of the work.  

Proportionality is obtained by the relationship between 

the sizes of elements. The objects of this landscape 

arrangement (of this cemetery) are built at individual 

scale (alleys, banks), which provides a welcoming and 

peaceful feature.  

By the ordered approach and the sequence of elements, 

by intertwining the natural elements with the artificial 

ones it was aimed the achievement of a composition 

which respects the principle of harmony.  

The cemetery has four entries, from each starting inner 

alleys. The alleys must be the last execution work. 

Their drawing is subordinated to the other elements of 
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the composition. The network of alleys was established 

in order to form comfortable itineraries and to link the 

entrances in cemetery to the two chapels and with each 

grave from here.   

The total surface of alleys is of 1.580 m2. These have 

different widths, depending on the importance of each. 

The main alley has the width of 3 m, and the secondary 

alleys of 1,5 m. 

The material from which are made is klinker. It was 

chosen for its resemblance with brick and for its 

resistance in time . 

The proposed objective of this project is the 

arrangement of human cemetery, which would have the 

necessary facilities. As utility equipment, within the 

cemetery, were provided: two chapels, a 

multifunctional room, public bathroom, ecological 

toilets, administrative office – information point, shop 

for flowers and candles, benches, street lights, bins and 

trash bins. 

The multifunctional room can organize memorials or 

commemorative meetings. It is equipped with 

bathrooms for men and women. Two ecological toilets 

are located on two side alleys, in a more secluded 

place.   

The administrative office shall function also as 

information point for citizens who cannot manage in 

the cemetery or when they require data about the 

“disappeared” relatives. 

The benches are made of wood and most of them are 

unconventional positioned, on the edge of the graves, 

towards alleys or crossing places and on the borders 

which surround the chapels. 

In order to maintain the cleanliness have been provided 

a few bins and trash cans. 

  

 

Obtained results 
Table 1 

Chart of surfaces 

Surface sqm 

Total 18000 

Paved alley 1780 

Ecological pavement (parking) 1000 

Planted with wooden species and lawn 16120 

 

Table 2  

List of seedling material – trees 

No. Species No. piece Unit price [lei] Total [lei] 

1 Abies alba 6 30 180 

2 Acer platanoides 6 30 180 

3 Betula pendula 75 45 3375 

4 Ginkgo biloba 2 65 130 

5 Magnolia stellata 54 60 3240 

6 Pinus strobus 4 30 120 

7 Robinia pseudacacia 18 10 180 

8 Salix babylonica 8 15 120 

 Total pieces 177 Total 7525 

 

Table 3 

List of seedling material – shrubs 

No. Species No. piece Unit price [lei] Total [lei] 

1 Cotoneaster dammeri 6 12 72 

2 Forsythia suspensa 4 6 24 

3 Spiraea x vanhoutei 6 34 204 

4 Taxus baccata 4 36 144 

5 Tuja columnaris 14 15 210 

 Total pieces 34 Total 654 
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Table 4 

Utility equipment 

No. Object No. piece Unit price [lei] Total [lei] 

1 Bench 14 70 980 

2 Bench (bordure) (*) 50 (634) 40 2000 (*) 

3 Bench (chapel) 12 55 660 

4 Dumpster 3 100 300 

5 Trash bin 9 35 315 

6 Lighting 16 130 2080 

7 Ecological toilet 2 320 640 

 Total pieces 106 (*) Total 6975 (*) 

(*) – equipment at the opening of the cemetery  

 

Table 5 

Elements of cemetery 

No. Object No. piece Unit price [lei] Total [lei] 

1 Cross(*) 40 (432) 50 2000 

2 Classic grave (*) 50 (634) 620 31000(*) 

3 Tomb  (*) 15 (161) 220 3300 (*) 

 Total pieces 105 (1227) Total 36300 (*) 

(*) - equipment at the opening of the cemetery  

 

Table 6 

Estimate works 

No. Item  UM Quantity  
Unit price 

[lei] 

Total 

[lei] 

Plowing seedling and sowing      

1 
Mechanical digging with moto 

digger  
sqm 18000 0.07 1260 

Land leveling      

2 
Mechanical leveling and 

finishing  
sqm 18000 0.07 1260 

Building alleys      

3 Sand covering sqm 1780 0.5 890 

4 Slabs pavement / pavement sqm 1780 12.5 22250 

Seedling trees and shrubs from 

containers  
     

5 
Manual digging of holes in the 

ground  
piece 211 6.4 1350.4 

6 Seedling trees  piece 177 5.2 920.4 

7 Seedling shrubs piece 34 1.2 40.8 

8 Watering  piece 211 0.5 105.5 

Lawn      

9 Seeding the lawn sqm 16120 2 32240 

 

Table 7 

Price chart 

Works /materials Total cost[lei] 

Seedling material 8179 

Utility equipment 6975 

Performed works 60317.1 

Elements of cemetery 36300 

Percentage for arrangement (1%) 1117.7 

Final cost 112888.8 
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Fig. 1. General plan of arrangement 

 

 
Fig. 2. Perspective 3D image 

 

 
Fig. 3. Perspective 3D image 
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Conclusions 

 
The novelty of the theme was undoubtedly the first 

reason, but beyond it, it was the desire to participate in 

designing something that the town currently lacks: a 

new cemetery, to meet the requirements of modernity 

we live in.  

It is necessary to arrange a new cemetery in Timişoara 

because the resting graves in the current ones have 

become a problem,  the available places becoming less. 

Because of the locations, fences which are in front 

street, there is not the possibility of extending them. 
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